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Comprehensive coverage and specialized  
subject indexing

Inspec provides a comprehensive index to the literature 
in physics, electrical/electronic engineering, computing, 
control engineering and information technology, with 
significant coverage in areas such as materials science, 
oceanography, nuclear engineering, geophysics, 
biomedical engineering and biophysics.

Updated weekly, Inspec provides data from journals, 
books, reports, and conference proceedings. You can use 
specialized Inspec indexing for more accurate retrieval, 
including Controlled Index Terms, Thesaurus Terms, 
Classification Code Indexes, Treatment Codes, and 
Chemical Substance, Numerical Data, and Astronomical 
Object Indexing. Inspec is produced by the Institution of 
Engineering and Technology (IET). 

Backfiles available to 1898

Track over 100 years of vital data and find the 
supporting – or refuting – data you need. The entire 
backfile of Science Abstracts Journals, the precursor 
to the Inspec database, is now in digital form. All 176 
volumes now include modern indexing terms and search 
functions, to further ease your search. Only via ISI Web 
of Knowledge can you see citing information for these 
historic records. More backfiles give you the power to 
conduct deeper, more comprehensive searches and 
track trends through time.

Essential engineering research data — from 1898 to this week

Inspec
International scientific and technical literature 
in physics and engineering

Inspec specialized indexing
Take advantage of specialized indexing to find 
precisely the data you need.

What you’ll find
Data from more than 4,500 scientific and 
technical journals, as well as books, reports, and 
2,200 conference proceedings
More than 10,800,000 bibliographic records 
from publications worldwide
Approximately 600,000 records  
added annually
Direct links to your full-text collections
Fully searchable and indexed backfiles to 1898
Full integration with ISI Web of Knowledge  
content and capabilities
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What you can do
Produce high quality research that reflects 
novel ideas and emerging trends
Forecast emerging technological trends that  
help you pursue successful research and  
grant acquisition
Identify potential collaborators with significant 
citation records
Monitor current developments at  
other institutions
Target high-impact journals for publishing  
your manuscript
Integrate searching, writing, and bibliography 
creation into one streamlined process
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ISI Web of Knowledge homepage
Search Inspec and other content 
simultaneously, for a unified, complete search.



INSPEC

Find out more about Inspec 

To learn more, visit isiwebofknowledge.com or contact the office nearest you. 

Analyze Tool

Find hidden trends and patterns, gain insight into 
emerging fields of research, identify leading researchers, 
institutions, and journals, and trace the history of a 
particular field of study. You can analyze results by 
author, publication year, journal subject category, 
institution, language or source title, and view a 
numerical, percentage and graphical representation of 
the analysis.

Alerting and RSS feeds

Keep up to date with the information that matters to 
you. Save searches as email alerts and set up RSS feeds 
for saved searches.  

EndNote® Web

Create bibliographies on the go with EndNote Web,  
fully integrated into ISI Web of Knowledge and freely 
available to any user. With EndNote Web, you can easily 
access and organize your references online as you 
search ISI Web of Knowledge, PubMed® and hundreds 
of library OPACs directly. You can send references to 
EndNote Web as you search, share EndNote Web folders 
with others, store references online between search 
sessions and transfer your files to EndNote on the 
desktop for further management.

EndNote Web
Build a bibliography as you search, and 
format your papers instantly.

Analyze Tool
Gain insight into research trends; identify leading 
researchers, institutions and journals.

The ISI Web of Knowledge advantage
Accessing Inspec on the ISI Web of Knowledge platform means you can simultaneously search all other  
ISI Web of Knowledge resources your institution subscribes to. You can find complementary information in resources 
such as Web of Science®, while taking advantage of powerful tools such as cited reference searching. One common 
vocabulary within this platform enables your search terms to be matched to all relevant terms that may be 
categorized differently in other databases, delivering more complete and relevant results.
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